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The Negro Child Our Social Pattern 


part, made Southern Regional Conference Child 

League America, Birmingham, Alabama, October 13. 
The speaker, himself Negro, principal one the publit 
schools for Negroes Birmingham. Conference was held 
leading hotel, the Tutwiler, which permitted attendance 
Negroes.) 


Tue Negro children the South, sure, would 
first have thank you for this privilege speaking 
their behalf under circumstances that are high, in- 
spiring and uncommon. They are getting just and 
impartial hearing before group social engineers 
who will strive bring opportunities them where 
opportunities are denied. 

moved say that meeting this kind 


would not have been tolerated seventy odd vears ago. 


League Board 


Child Welfare League America was held 
Chicago October and The following were 
among matters the agenda: 


Carstens gave summary the activities 
the follow-up committee appointed result the 
Conference Present Emergencies the Care 
Dependent and Neglected Children, Washington, 
December 16, 1933,—called the Federal 
Children’s Bureau upon request the League. 

Prentice Murphy, who has been serving chair- 
man the committee, has kept touch with the 
situation Washington and with the general situa- 
tion throughout the country. has recommended 
that Jacob Kepecs, his capacity League presi- 
dent, now serve chairman the committee, and 
that the committee reorganized. 


. 
The slave would have prevented it. hat 
] 


black people and white people are assembled here 
today, separate the fingers the hand but to- 
the Negro youth the South, compli- 
ment and credit American civilization, and 
prophecy still greater progress the future. 

common knowledge that there 1s, the South, 
inequality opportunity relates the general 
welfare the Negro child. This rooted 


slavery and the period Reconstruction. But the 


purpose for which are assembled here today, and 


the peculiar circumstances under which are assem- 
bled, are unmistakable evidences that the Negro 


Meeting Held 


was moved and carried that the president the 
League appoint committee with power take 
whatever action seems advisable relative the 
follow-up committee the Emergency Conference. 

The first concern the follow-up committee, 
was felt, should arrange with relief authorities 
method exploring the actual need, preferably 
the use children’s agency personnel strategic 
points relief units interpret the nature neglect 
situations relief families. 


Cheney Jones has agreed serve again this year 
chairman the League’s committee national 
and regional conferences. committee members 
named are: Herschel Alt, Miss Mary Irene Atkinson, 
Miss Sophie van Theis, and Miss Ethel Verry. 

view the marked changes the organization 
the National Conference, was felt that the pro- 
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gram the League the time the conference 
more important than ever. The committee will 
glad receive suggestions, the earliest possible 


moment, from League members and others. 


REGIONAL CONFERENCES 

was recommended that regional conferences 
the League held during 1935 New England, 
New York, Chicago, and Atlanta, and that there 
canvass the possibilities another conference 
the region including Columbus, Cleveland, Cincin- 
nati, Pittsburgh, and Indianapolis. 


NoMINATING COMMITTEE 

was suggested that when permanent nominat- 
ing committee the League appointed, the ques- 
tion continuity given serious consideration and 
that the board outline for this committee general 
policy regarding membership the board. The 
Rev. Bryan McEntegart was appointed chairman. 


CLASSIFICATION MEMBERS 

Apropos request from member agency for 
reclassification the League’s Directory, was de- 
cided that, view changes agency programs 
they develop and the difficulty maintaining up-to- 
date designations the Directory, classification 
members should not published the future but 
should kept file the League office. 


CHILD GUIDANCE AGENCIES 

After considering application from child re- 
search laboratory for membership the League, 
was moved and carried that after giving considera- 
tion the admission any child guidance agency 
action taken without rating technical 
basis from authoritative group that field. 


Boarp 

The handbook for the members governing 
boards child welfare agencies and institutions, pre- 
pared committee under the chairmanship 
Mrs. Charles Peck, sent tentative form, 
after little further editing, member agencies for 
their criticism and approval. 

The manual contains three sections: (1) Function 
the agency, why have child welfare agencies?; 
(2) Function the board, what kinds service 
the agencies need from their boards?; (3) Organiza- 
tion the board, what has experience shown 
the best machinery for carrying out the board’s 


function? the appendix, there bibliography 


LEAGUE 
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and suggested form constitution child 


fare agency. 


INSTITUTES FOR INSTITUTIONAL PERSONNEL 

During the past year two short-term institutes for 
cottage mothers have been held successfully the 
League, and project for developing number 
similar institutes laid before foundation 
endeavor secure its backing. 


CHILDREN 

view recent suggestion that child welfare 
dramatized exhibiting the children, series 
resolutions were adopted the League’s board 
directors. These resolutions have been sent mem- 
ber agencies, and they will made available 
others request. 

effect, the resolutions outlined that unfortunate 
children, including those receiving foster care insti- 
tutions family homes, should never exhibited 
allowed perform before others means arous- 
ing sympathy obtaining support for agency work 
when such exhibition performance may remind 
children their misfortunes exploit their de- 
pendency the eyes their 
exist where children are skillful artistic enough 
make their contributions themselves interesting, 
and the same time free from stigmatizing influence. 

While such stand may increase the difficulty 
attaining financial support, accepted chal- 
lenge initiative and imagination the interpreta- 
tion agency needs and goals. 


PROBLEMS YOUTH 


The problem the needs younger people who 
have reached the school age limit and the juvenile 
court age limit was discussed length. was 
pointed out that federal money being used help 
college students and older boys C.C.C. camps, 
caring agencies report increasing number older 
children for whom difficult make adjustments. 
has been estimated that there are five and one-half 
million children between sixteen and twenty-one who 
are not attending school who are not 

The president the League was authorized 
appoint committee study this problem the 
older children. The committee report its find- 
ings the next meeting the executive committee, 
and then correspond with the full board before mak- 
ing any decision the League’s policy regarding 
the matter. 
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Where the League Has Served Children 1934 
(including branches) states, the District Widespread child neglect, especially rural areas 
the Columbia, and four provinces Canada, the Child being attacked through newlv organized state- 
League America has carried wide plan county service units, formulated with 
states during the year. the advice the Child Welfare League America. 
The following are among the projects: service has also been given the League 
setting system for supervising institution: 
ALABAMA 
Fifteen years pioneer work for disadvantaged 
children seemed lost when the State Child Welfare 
Augusta, the Junior League has gone the 
service. The Child Welfare League America has 
em- shared with the Federal Emergercy Relief 
and the State Relief Commission forming 
NDIANA 
dor certain institution children were not well cared for 
} 193- cer > TH . ildr was ay 
centralized, through cooperation the orphanage 
hto board, Community Chest, Indianapolis Foundation 
‘ing, Children the Masonic Home Covina are well and Family Welfare Society. 
nce. cared for, but replanning relations between boards 
yin lodges, outlined the League, will result 
reaching many more children. provide for children who could not received 
overloaded agencies, the whole children’s program 


Wichita under reorganization through survey 
consultation with local officials and staff mem- 
bers the American Public Welfare Association with 


regard creating state welfare department, the 


financed and arranged the Junior League. 


KENTUCKY 
essential children’s services were outlined. Louisville, many homeless and mistreated chil- 


‘en were threatened with abandonment former 


cooperation with the State Department Pub- 


the large combined public institution and agency. 
lic Welfare and the management institution 


Middletown, consultation the League devel- 
oped the possibility closing the institution and 


Analysis the work and recommendations the 


League assisted averting the cut. 


the resources otherwise for child care. 

} * 
Around new strong agency have been grouped 
League has been consultation with the children’s services, previously performed part 
secretary the State Board Charities regarding agency limited strength. Suggestions were 
the the organization the new Child Welfare Depart- made the League for personnel leadership. 
nd- ment. working out plans for Delaware, the secre- 
ttee, tary made visits the public departments Con- 
nak- necticut and Massachusetts. social worker has Baltimore, 800 children were not receiving the 
secured, who has been further conference with care they urgently needed. Two old, and once com- 
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CHILD 
AMERICA, 


President Chicago 

Vice-Presi Mrs. Phila delphia 


Executive Director—C. C. 

The Bulletin large measure Forum for discussion print child 


welfare problems. Endorsement does not necessarily with the printing 
opinions expressed over 


This published monthly (omitted Jul August). 
Annual subscription, $1.00 Single copies, 


Social Insurance for Children 


Tue effects the depression may not all loss. 
Out the great catastrophe family life among the 
unemployed should come general recognition that 
all possible steps must taken prevent similar 
series tragedies upon adults, upon children their 
own families, and, even though the numbers may 
smaller, upon children cared for away from home. 

Unemployment insurance some form should 
developed nation-wide basis that the bread- 
winner eager provide for the members his family 
may not left, without work, live upon gift 
from charity the public purse inadequate pro- 
vide the necessaries for health, vigor, education and 
amusement, and which may cause him lose the 
incentives for further work and thrift. 

Likewise widowed mother mother with 
disabled husband should given the opportunity 
look the state for regular insurance stipend 
maintain the household when she must play the part 
father well mother her home. 

The exigencies our American economic situation 
until now have not been bitter lead 
constructive governmental action for family security. 
But this time the fruit our neglect has been bitter. 
Let require that the next generation benefit from 
the tragedies the last five years. 


The Negro Child Our Social 
Pattern 
(Continued from page 
child our present social pattern getting new 
deal the South. 


Conciliation, mutual understanding, goodwill, 
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spirit tolerance, fact-finding and con 
such are having here today, 
than agitation, force and violence, will hasten 


better day. 
consider how the un-American practices 
slavery and Reconstruction set the two races ove 
against each other, and when view with our 
and not with our prejudices the general sox 
vancement which black people and white 
the South have made working together, spite 


this dark page American history, and espe 
cially the Negro, have reason count our 

For illustration, are now the midst our 
twelfth annual Community Chest appeal. have 
chest agencies. Seven these agencies are ex- 
clusively for Negroes. They are: 

The Alabama Association for the Colored Blind, 
ind training for the blind; the Bethlehem and 
Day Nursery, respectively, caring for small children 
their mothers are work, and also serving gener 
centers; the Children’s Home Hospital, giving expert 


children needy parents; the Colored Old Folks Hor 


for aged men and women who are unable work and who 
no relatives or friends to care for them during the eve or n 


lives; Margaret Murry Washington, 
camp life and health advantages for underprivileged 
the Y.W.C.A., doing the usual work 


of this kind. 
addition these agencies serving 


managed them, the following chest agencies 
both Negroes and whites: 


The Jefferson Tuberculosis Sanitarium gives hos} 


and preventive health instruction tuberculous pat 
Red Cross and the Salvation Army render their 
ices; and the Children’s Aid Society, which Mrs. Jesse 


Is executive secretary, cares for neglected and depende 


was under the courageous, dynamic, 
mane leadership Mrs. Jones, with the aid several 
white men and women her caliber, that full-time 
Negro social caseworker was engaged the Chil- 
dren’s Aid Society only two years ago, and that 
Negro advisory board was appointed. 


This advisory board has its own constitution, and 


meets once month. Its function consider 
the general service program the agency, educate 
the public the work and worth this phase 
social service, assist the raising funds, give 


dividual services when needed, pass the activities 
the caseworker, and keep itself schooled the gen- 
eral scope and technique this kind work 

effort keep our board abreast the social 


times, Mrs. Jones loses opportunity bring 
fore the best thought that she can find. this 
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connection last year our board and other citizens in- 
terested the task social service had the privilege 
hearing delightful and informing lecture our 
distinguished guest today, Dr. Carstens, whom 
have come know and love here Birmingham. 

Until very recent years, the opportunities provided 
the agencies have mentioned were extended only 
white children. 


addition the community chest 


>, We 
have among public institutions: 

The Hillman Hospital, providing all types hosy care, 
and Juvenile Court, under the direction Judge Samuel 
Murphy, second none, addressing itself the treatment 
delinquent Negro children. 


the matter public education the South, 
only seventy ago Negroes were forbidden 


make any attempt reading and writing. 


youth 1883 when one small school was established. 
Today have elementary schools and one high 
Our high school recorded the 
Office Education being the largest its kind 


‘ 


the world. Our greatest educational gains here have 
been made during the last thirteen years, under the 
matchless leadership Superintendent Glenn. 

All these things indicate Birmingham’s interest 
and progress surrounding every Negro child with 
environmental influences and opportunities that will 
make him intelligent, useful and productive citi- 
zen. What true Birmingham this regard 
more less true other southern localities. 


made the interest Negro children, there yet 
inequality opportunity. This fact acknowl- 
edged even those whose judgment blinded 
prejudice. 

Approximately per cent the Negroes the 
South live rented houses, the majority which are 
owned southern white people. Many these 
houses are poorly built, insanitary, filthy and neg- 
lected streets and frequently atmosphere per- 
meated with vice. Such houses are constructed with- 
out regard desirable standards living, and 
Negroes make ready and profitable renters for them 
because they are unable any better. 

There are countless number Negroes the 
sections who have medical facilities any 
sort. The picture not quite bad southern 

The South sorely lacking adequate recrea- 
tional facilities for its Negro youth. closed-in back 
yard dark alley, rule, constitutes his environ- 
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ment for Where facilities are provided the 
name public recreation they are usually meager. 
the South whole, the expenditure per 
capita for Negro schools averages less than one-fourth 
that for whites. many localities the difference 
was the late Booker 
Washington who referred this inequality educa- 


cost unbelievable. 


tional opportunity saying too high com- 


} 


pliment pay the intelligence the Negro child 
does 


the matter housing, health, recreation, educa- 


tion and general welfare our democracy should 


4 


nand standard essentials, least, for 


his race. Negroes have 


undving desire for normal family life and cultural 


advantages tor their children, but the social 


ind 
economic limitations which they are subjected 


suggest their failure attain them. 


for the better these conditions depend 
more upon the attitudes white people and black 
people than upon anything else. Our progress will 
continue retarded until both races away with 
certain attitudes prejudice which 
brought over from the periods slavery and Recon- 
struction. 


The Negro 


attitude one interest his own 


must arouse himself from 
welfare well that his community. must 
prove his worth doing something constructive for 
himself before approaching the white man for help. 
Moreoy er, some Negroes must rid themsely cs of that 
mind-set which makes them feel that all white people 
are Negro-haters. must recognize that our 
social advancement thus far would have been 
possible without the encouragement, sympathetic 
direction, and moral and financial support which 
have received through the years from great army 
fine white people the South who have had the 
courage and the religion unto others they 
would done by. 

There are certain attitudes which some white peo- 
ple have toward Negroes that they must change. 
They must rid themselves the attitude that all 
Negroes are alike, and that none them has any 
rights which white man bound respect. They 
must disabuse their minds thinking that little 
this and little that all that the Negro needs. 
The cause would further helped they would stop 
parading the faults the Negro and alleging that 
incompatible American civilization, and turn, 
take greater interest the problems Negro life 
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essential step enhancing their own 
for either down together. 

One the chief social forces that need here 
the South, our struggle greater public 
favor simple common justice being 
done all mankind, regardless race. The Negro 
child our present pattern will continue 
forward only proportion justice done, and 
both races throw from their hearts and minds those 
racial prejudices brought over from slavery and Re- 
construction, and which, cancer-like, are eating the 
very vitals our social order. 


certain present inequalities oppor- 
tunity, the Negro child has been exposed social 
forces the South conducive personal growth. 
And, are judge the future the past, 
have reason look and work forward still greater 
growth and advancement. 

Let all, black and white together, work and 
pray the end that the stress and strain the de- 
pression, and the influence radical propaganda, 
will cause none turn back, and that shall 
continue forward all those things which 
make for the common good our dear Southland. 


Where the League Has Served 
Children 1934 


(Continued from page 
petitive, institutions were merged, making more re- 
sources available for children through new leader- 
ship and curtailment administrative expense. 

Upon request authorities, study was made 
correctional institution for colored boys, which re- 
vealed mixed population feeble-minded and in- 
telligent, delinquent and merely neglected children, 
the presence tuberculous infection, with 
successive deaths, absence dental treat- 
ment, other than extractions, pitifully 
small recreation fund, unwise and brutal 
methods punishment. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Re-examination Boston organizations has been 
undertaken determine whether services children 
should spread more evenly and whether private 
and tax-supported work may related more 
tively throughout Massachusetts. 


The League supplied architectural layout and de- 
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tails for institution Springfield, modifying 
proposals the interest economy and 
operation. 


New JERSEY 

Considerable time has been given consulting 
with society Montclair, received into League 
membership this year. 


New York 

number hundreds children New York 
City have been provided for funds raised The 
Crusade for Children, which the League was 
joined six its New York members. Excellent 
publicity was secured behalf the needs such 
children. 

Trained housekeeper service being developed 
New York City the Junior League that mother- 
less children may remain home with their 

KOK 

The League, which maintains cooperative rela- 
tionship with the Federal Council Churches, New 
York City, took part the Church Conference 
Social Work, (in 1934, Kansas City), which 
Protestant churches participated, and aided devel- 
oping plans for drawing these bodies into closer 
participation the National Conference Social 


Work. 


CAROLINA 


Interest the Charlotte Junior League, 
centered entirely hospital for babies, has been 


extended all needy children. The baby shelter has 
been closed, and service initiated under trained 
worker which will doubtless result community- 


wide agency for children. 


OHIO 


Lima, the Community Chest plan has been 
given up, the private organizations are raising their 
funds individually. The child-caring agency, mem- 
ber the League, issues Quarterly, first submitting 
the League for criticisms and suggestions. 
result this combined report and appeal, money 
being secured provide for children who otherwise 
would have turned away. 

housemother’s institute was held for the forty 
cottage mothers the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Orphans’ 
Home Xenia, with instruction modern principles 
child health and training. 
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PENNSYLVANIA 

Support was given the budget request Pitts- 
burgh agency the Community Chest, with the 
result that, spite decreased funds available, 
proportionately larger grant for children was secured. 


Pittsburgh, Lancaster and Elizabethtown, the 
League conducted teaching institutes for institution 
personnel for the development more efficient meth- 
ods and the knitting together institution work with 
other local programs. The institutes Pittsburgh 
and Lancaster were connection with the State 
Conference Social Work; the one Elizabeth- 
town, with the Masonic Conference. 


Many needy children were uncared for, while two 
organizations duplicated services over the State. 
Realignment was secured apply the greatest 
strength each distinct services and thus end 
duplication. 


TENNESSEE 

When Chest funds failed, Memphis agency was 
left without funds for support the children care. 
The staff dwindled, until only the executive and one 
colored worker were left. The League and the 
board the agency devised plan bridge the 
emergency period. 


VIRGINIA 


Children widows, and other needy children, 
faced going almshouses because public funds were 
not being appropriated, the law provides. co- 
operation with the Junior League, steps have been 
taken see that funds are made available. 


Milwaukee, result ten-year plan for 
community child care laid down 1932, restricted 
orphanage care children has been modernized, and 
the organization admitted membership 
League. 


National and Regional Conferences 


Each year the Child Welfare League America 
meets connection with the National Conference 
Social Work, (in 1934, Kansas City), holding meet- 
ings devoted various phases child care. 


Two-day conferences are also held each year 
several centers different parts the country 
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bring together board members and staff workers from 
organizations nearby states. During 1934, such 
conferences were held New York City, Chicago 
and Birmingham, with total attendance about 
800 persons. 


Editor’s Note: Reprints this report will supplied, upon 
request. 


Sex Education 


Ph.D. Farrar Rinehart, New York, 1934. 312 pages. 
$2.50 net. 

the introductory chapter, the author, who as- 
sociated psychologist with St. Elizabeths Hospital, 
Washington, C., states that this book had its 
inception sex hygiene lectures given over period 
ten years nurses the Training School St. 
Elizabeths and affliated hospitals. 

The first half the book devoted general 
biological considerations, ranging from asexual re- 
production sex association among animals; the 
physiology reproduction, with discussion hered- 
ity, determination sex, and similar questions; 
social origins and primitive practices; and the history 
marriage from earliest times, through the classical 
period, the Middle Ages, the present America. 

The second half presents Psychology 


” 


Sex,” Sex,” and Society,” and 

Most child welfare workers will interested 
chiefly the second half, especially parts relating 
the emotional security children. may as- 
sumed that well-qualified workers child welfare 
have the fundamental background given the first 
half—although they may wish refresh their mem- 
ories, observe the author’s selection and treatment 
material, and check whether tallies with 
their knowledge, their ideas, their impressions. 

Dr. Richmond discusses the beginnings sex 
infancy and the stages psycho-sexual development. 
pointing out some the social implications sex 
problems, she gives current observations with regard 
divorce, birth control, eugenics, prostitution, 
venereal disease, homosexuality. 

Her presentation brings together for consideration 
many factors which enter into attitudes toward sex. 
She reiterates the importance working out atti- 
tudes step toward helping others, especially 
children. 

The last chapter the book, and Educa- 
tion,” might well read first and reviewed again 
the end, provides the orientation which the 
reader seeks passing from chapter chapter. 
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the end each chapter the book are 
ographies. Sometimes, although crave references, 
are prone put off using them until Tomorrow. 
Perhaps Dr. Richmond had that mind, partly, 
when she inserted the word, into the 
title her book. She probably hoped her book 
would lure the reader into hunting for answers she 
did not try give. She had far more mind than 


mere reference material, however. 


} 5 ‘ 1 
because sex she says (page 291), “that man has 
not yet succeeded ering that only beg 
aimty perceive its mea ng, and to realize 1OW extricabDly 1T 


interwoven with the warp and woof his behavior from the 
-radle the 
cradie to the grave. 


Court Survey 


Faye Burns, Field Worker. Directed the Girls Industrial 
School, Delaware, Ohio. Published State Department 
Public Welfare, Columbus, Ohio, 1933, Publication No. 


pages, paper bound. 


but rather exact information the pro- 
cedure the juvenile court each county Ohio 
assembled this pamphlet. attempt made 
evaluate procedure the several courts except 
general statements what desirable may held 
mind the reader while scanning the tabulated 
analyses court action each county. 

the author remarks, there seems often 
slight cooperation between courts and social agencies, 
and this emphasized her frequent failure 
designate clearly, (especially with reference de- 
pendency), agencies that are cooperating with courts. 

The listing court pract ices should arouse interest 
and raise questions about improvement. 


Special 
tical Reporting, and Census Dependent Children Thirty-one 
States, Emma Lundberg (White House Conference report 
made available Child Welfare League America), 1933, 


149 pages. 


THE committee publications, research and pub- 
licity the board directors convinced that many 
more should have this book, which one the most 
valuable statistical compilations that has been made 
child dependency the League offering, mem- 
bers and others, the cloth bound copy, previously 
priced $1.25, for cents, and the paper bound 
copy, formerly $1.00, for cents. 
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Publicity Scrapbooks 


the member agencies are showing 
about sending samples their interpretive 
the League for scrapbooks. 
time number are indicating desire borrow 
scrapbooks, and secure ideas for various 
publicity. 

One agency, writing exceptionally 
letterhead, professed having nothing send 
ent. Samples the letterhead would 
able contribution! 

The scrapbooks are not being made 
idea including only per cent 
amples publicity, but show what 
child welfare organizations. Even materia 
agencies consider mediocre may contain 
for someone else. may also illustrate prin 
that should emphasized child welfare pub! 

Interpretive material from League member 
others will very welcome, preferably dup 
triplicate. Although considerable printed 
the League files, cannot taken out 
scrapbooks. Material for scrapbooks shoul 
addressed Miss Florence Pharo. 


New Board Member 


GERTRUDE who associated 


the Children’s Bureau the Indianapolis Orphan 


Asylum, has been elected the board 


the Child Welfare League America, 


\ 


vacancy created the resignation Dr. 


Jamison, Connie Maxwell Orphanage, 
South Carolina. 


T 7 > > 
New Member 

Summit County Children’s Home, 264 

ton Mary Boteler, Superint 
Directory Changes 

CoLorRAbDO Denver: Colorado Children’s Aid Societ' 
address, 314 Fourteenth Street. 

Child Welfare League. Mrs. Grace 
Secretary, resigned. Mrs. Leora Marcy, 
Direc tor. 

Associated Aid Societies. 


Lenore Stone Executive Secretary, 


Alice Hill. 


Enclosures 
(Sent Members Only) 


FoR CHILDREN. Folder issued Child 


League America, November, 1934. 


U. 8. A. 
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